
 

O CHRONICLES 

A PUBLICATION OF THE OCONOMOWOC AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM 

103 W. JEFFERSON ST., P. O. BOX 969, OCONOMOWOC, WI 53066 

THE 

oconomowochistoricalsociety.com     

VOLUME 6   ISSUE 3   July 2014 

Quarterly Membership Meeting of the  
Oconomowoc Area Historical Society 

Program to be held at the Museum, 103 W. Jefferson St. 
 

Saturday, July 26, 2014  
 

9:30 am Coffee & Conversation; 10:00 am Membership Meeting  
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GREAT LAKES A'S CHAPTER 
A  MODEL A FORD  
CLUB OF AMERICA  

 

We are pleased to welcome to Oconomowoc, the Model "A" Ford Club!  After traveling here from all over the 
northern portion of the Midwest, club devotees will be eager to discuss the satisfying joys and occasional problems 
of owning these prized possessions.  Surely Mr.  Ford would be proud to see what his innovating invention 
produced, as the "A's" park, one after the other, along West Jefferson Street and as close to the museum as 
possible, ready and waiting for our attending audience to admire.  Now that's an Assembly Line even Henry, 
himself, could never have imagined! 

 

   Before individual questions can be addressed to owners standing by their antique autos outside, some will be 
inside the museum and will share their experiences in touring, restoration considerations, upkeep expenses, and the 
many friendships formed as members of their unique association.  Of course we are hoping that Wisconsin weather 
will provide the ideal sunshine and cool breezes a July in Oconomowoc often enjoys during the summer, but, rain or 
shine, the scheduled programming, in and out, will go on as planned. 

 

   Please join us as our memories or our imaginations take us back to those exciting times when horse-and-buggy 
transportation was initially replaced by the now-nobody-can-be-without AUTOMOBILE!  

 

  Is there a (period) FORD in your future? 

SUMMER 2014 

Wanted:  Greeters  
 
As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, several of our seasoned docents have recently retired, and we are in 
urgent need of replacing them with new volunteers we can train to become museum docents in their stead.  Please 
consider volunteering yourself, and/or pass on the information of this museum requisite to friends or family.  Just 
one day (three hours on a Thursday, Friday or Sunday afternoon) during the visiting season is all that is required, 
and it means a lot to our society to have our museum open during these specific times for the public to enjoy.  So, 
please consider volunteering -- it's not difficult at all to do; you will work with another museum volunteer ..... and 
you will enjoy the experience!  

Jacky Morgan, Docent/Greeter Chair 



Ah -- spring finally arrived, and, along with it, docents and greeters were updated, new exhibits were 
constructed, the museum was opened for the season, and we enjoyed our annual gala with friends and 

special guests. 
 
The new exhibits are on the history of the Henszey/Roberts Family and the Sentry Equipment Corporation whose 
members founded Sentry Equipment in Oconomowoc and were very active community leaders.  Roy Henszey 
(Richard Henszey's father) came here as the Chief Engineer and Architect for the Carnation Company.  He served 
all over the world, was the holder of more than 20 patents, and designed all of Carnation's executives' homes in 
Oconomowoc on Woodland Lane, the street which soon became known as "Merchants' Plat.  Also, Roy was the 
owner of the Henszey Beifeld Companies in Watertown, WI in the mid 1900s. 
  
Honey (Helen) Henszey-Terrill, granddaughter of Roy and daughter of Dick and Mary Henszey,  gave a brief 
history of her illustrious Oconomowoc family at this year's May Gala.  Dick and Mary now live in Florida and could 
not make the trip.  We missed their presence but were fortunate, however, that many other members of the 
Henszey family attended the gala. 
  
The trains are running!  The Model Railroad volunteers did an awesome job of replacing all the tracks when setting 
up the “old” layout in its larger and impressive place.  They have added many aesthetic features around the 
tracks and have also constructed some new buildings.  There now are five complete trains, each with engine to 
caboose, running on different tracks, and watching them traverse the intricate layout always holds great interest to 
the young and to the young-at-heart, as well!  Soon the painted mural on the walls backing up the exhibit will be 
completed and will further help to "set off" the scene.  When Harry’s own layout is finally re-assembled to 
complete the project this fall, the invitation from a chorus of locomotives' whistles coming from the museum's Model 
Trains Exhibit will be answered by eager visitors, over and over again.  All aboard! 
  
And, yes,  those aforementioned  visitors are already coming, and we are in desperate need of Greeters.  As you 
know, time goes by quickly, and many of our regular docents are finding they must resign from volunteering at the 
museum.  Thank you for your untiring service, you former dedicated docents and greeters.  We wish you the best 
and are hoping your retirement years are most enjoyable. 
 
Now, as the 2014 Season flourishes, we look forward to all of you newsletter readers coming to the museum this 
summer and fall. We are confident you will enjoy seeing the new exhibits and re-visiting the permanent ones.   
Please remember to bring your friends and family with you, for they will enjoy the occasion. too.   Being a docent 
or a greeter is another enjoyable possibility, too --  both for you and for them! 

Nancy Lins,  
Museum Administrator 
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FROM THE MUSEUM ADMINISTRATOR  

EXHIBITS COMMITTEE 

  A brief report concerning the committee’s doings is in order.  Because members did such a thorough job of dusting 
items and cleaning each exhibit on the museum’s drill floor in early May, everything was ready for local and out-
of-town visitors to see during the up-coming 2014 Season, and there was no obvious need to schedule a June 
meeting.  It was most satisfying, however, to receive so many compliments from the Gala crowd attendees on the 
evening of May 14th on what an outstanding small museum the public can enjoy in the Oconomowoc area! 

 

  Therefore, the OAHS&M’s Exhibits Committee may take a bow as its members take the summer off and look 
forward to gathering again in September to plan the setting-up of possible new exhibits and the enhancing of 
present ones.  We hope that June’s, July’s, and August’s Thursdays, Fridays, and Sundays keep our volunteer 
docents, greeters, and staff busy guiding throngs through our museum, of which we are so very proud!  And, of 
course, we hope, too, that people continue to visit through the fall months and the December holidays, as 
well.  “See you at the museum!” 

Shirley Hinds, Exhibits Committee Chair  



For many of us, the memories of our own school days, still vivid, remind us of how much “the art and 
science” of teaching seem to have changed over the years. 
 

 In previous newsletters, we have described a hands-on museum experience for four-year olds, as well as day-
long fourth grade learning activities at the museum and La Belle Cemetery.  In this July newsletter, we’d like to 
describe a high school project in which three museum volunteers, Barb Elwood-Goetsch, Jolayne Lindberg, and 
Barb Hirsch, recently played a part. 
 

 In October 2013, two history teachers from Oconomowoc High School 
contacted Nancy Lins, museum administrator, asking if there might be anyone who 
would be able to provide resource support for a new sophomore project in which 
students would create mini-documentaries on different aspects of Oconomowoc’s 
history.  In March we three were given six general topics from which students 
would select a focus to explore: Businesses, Sports & Recreation, Churches, World 
War II, Wealthy Summer Visitors, and Fashion. 
 

 Three groups of approximately 20 sophomores each spent a “Discovery” 
afternoon at the museum visiting each of the six pertinent exhibits and engaging 
the museum volunteers in conversations, making observations, and asking questions 
about the various topics. At the end of this first museum session, students were 
asked to provide their tentative topic areas, giving the volunteers a week to look 
for additional, more specific resource material. 
 

 Curiosity is sometimes a dangerous thing!  Based on talking to the three volunteers, topics had expanded into 
new inquiry areas, e.g. Oconomowoc’s iconic Four Corners, the history of ski jumping, how did the absence of taxes 
affect the development of Oconomowoc, La Belle Cemetery, how the boundaries of Oconomowoc have changed 
over time, what factors influence fashion, Catherine Clark and the Brownberry Ovens Company, how Oconomowoc 
was impacted by World War II, and even an interest in gangster Jack Zuta and how Prohibition impacted 
Oconomowoc, among others. 
 

 Using primary and secondary resources, including in-person support from Bob Duffy (Oconomowoc's Economic 
Development  & Tourism Director) and Dwayne Hoffman (local ski jumping enthusiast and 8-year jumping 
participant), students  began to put together their team projects and on a day in mid-April shared a number of 
those projects with visiting German students from Dietzenbach, Germany, Oconomowoc’s sister city.  As Mr. 
Schueller, one of the two history teachers involved in this endeavor with teacher Jason Curtis, noted, “…the students 

were engaged in the work historians do and are 
working to tell the story of Oconomowoc for 
generations to come.”   
 

     Final projects will be multi-media 
presentations put onto a DVD.  Those of us who 
were able to work with two fine Oconomowoc 
High School educators and this group of involved, 
focused sophomores will long remember this 
project. 
 

     Teachers still establish the environment for 
students to learn; students are still interested in 
learning about the world around them. Perhaps 
the “core” of education hasn’t really changed as 
much as we think. 
 

Barb Hirsch, Education Committee Chair 
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
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MAY GALA REPORTMAY GALA REPORT  
 
The Oconomowoc Area Historical Society Gala at the museum was an outstanding success. 

 
We had 75 people in attendance at this event in May.  They, and those who could not attend, contributed $4470.   
In addition, Donna Schlender donated $500 to this year's  event.  Thus, our receipts totaled $4970! Expenses were 
held to a minimum.  The food was supplied by the chef, Al Kreamer, at Lake Terrace Apartments.  Included in the 
overall costs were necessary accessories such as cups, napkins, and utensils, so  the ultimate  cost of refreshments 
came to $500, and this was covered by Donna’s gift.  (Thank you so much, Donna!)  There was a good selection of 
refreshments, and the quality was excellent.  The OAHS&M had no costs charged to the gala's expenses for wine, 
soft drinks, or bottled water, since we had enough wine, etc. left over from previous events and did not have to buy 
any extra beverages.  Other costs included the invitations' envelopes, the labels, and the postage.  Those costs 
came to $96 for the paper products and $147 for the postage, bringing the total costs of the evening's event to 
$743.  Therefore, our net for the 2014 Gala was the grand total of $4227 -- a goodly sum, to be sure! 
 

Randy Otto (aka Winston Churchill) gratis performance was the 
hit of the evening.  We have heard many favorable comments 
about his presentation.  So many of us in the audience who lived 
through the days, weeks, months, and years of World War II 
were transported back into that historic time frame with Randy's 
"Churchillian" remarks and his answers to our many questions.  He 
told me, as he left the museum, that he wished he could have 
stayed longer, but he had to honor his 7:30 pm appointment with 
a client.  We hope Mr. Churchill will come and visit us again soon! 
  
This museum fundraiser was a success because of the hard work 
of a number of faithful museum volunteers and, as always, the 
capable involvement of Nancy --  making sure that all bases 
were  covered.  Thanks to all of you. 

Hilton Neal, Treasurer 

 

O 

VINO ETCETERA!VINO ETCETERA!  
 
    OAHS&M also benefited financially in April when two local merchants held a 
fundraiser and shared the results with us.  This was so generous and a wonderful 
way to illustrate how thoughtful entities in the community can support and help 
one another! 
 
    Celebrity bartenders, Robert Duffy, the city's Director of Economic Development, and Ralph Garcia, immediate 
Past President of the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society and Museum,  "poured" their hearts out at Vino 

Etcetera, recently, when Historical Society members and friends 
enjoyed a night on the town at this familiar downtown establishment.  
As these two OAHS&M Board of Directors took on their new roles with 
aplomb, customers enjoyed sipping glasses of tasty wine and other 
beverages, while relaxing over friendly conversations. Our 
appreciative thanks go to Corriene and Linda for their donation to our 
treasury of 10% of the night's receipts! 
 
More than $250 was added, thanks to Vino Etcetera and to Bob and 
Ralph -- vino virtuosos par excellence!   

Left to Right:  Audrey Keck, Society Director;  Randy  Otto, Winston 

Churchill;  Rod Bluhm, Society President 



The Local History Committee is ready to roll out a La Belle Cemetery Tour featuring prominent citizens of 
Oconomowoc.  Thanks go to the members of the committee who spent countless hours researching the backgrounds 
of the people included on the tour.  Three separate segments based on when the person lived in the Oconomowoc 
area comprise the tour's agenda:  Original Settlers, "Newport of the Midwest" era, and 20th Century Influences. 
The cemetery's tour guide will be included on our website (date TBD), and copies of the tour are available at the 
Oconomowoc Museum.  To get you ready for taking the tour, here is a “Who Am I?” quiz for you.  The answers to 
the quiz are found on the last page of the newsletter. 

  
The quiz in this newsletter will focus on the Settlers:  Curtis Brown, Washington Collins, Henry Edgerton, George 
Gifford, Sr., David Hastings, Janette Hinkley, Edward Hurlbut, Curtis Mann, John Rockwell, Charles Sheldon, Judge 
David Small, and Conrad Van Curen.  Future newsletters will focus on other people listed on the tour guide. 
 
Good luck!  I hope you are able to  answer a few biographies correctly, learn some interesting facts about our 
early settlers, and consider visiting our beautiful La Belle Cemetery sometime this summer! 

 

1. I was born in 1817 in Newtown, Connecticut and died in 1905.  I was married three times.  My first wife, 

Catherine Chandler, and I had four children.  My second wife was Mary Hills.  My third wife was Margaret 

Sperling.  We had two children.  I moved to Wisconsin in 1850.  I was a prominent attorney, politician, and 

journalist.  I was elected Waukesha County District Attorney in 1856 and commissioned a colonel to serve on 

Governor Randall’s staff during the Civil War.  I owned and published the Oconomowoc Free Press.  I assisted 

in the formation of the Republican Party. 

2. I was born in 1809 in Nassau, New York and died in 1888.  I was married to Catherine Righter.  We moved to 

Wisconsin in 1845, returned to New York in 1848, and then settled in Oconomowoc in 1851.  Property 

acquired through my marriage to Catherine enabled me to make investments and amass a fortune.  After I 

died, Catherine lived with her niece and husband, Mr. and Mrs. D. G. Munger. 

3. I was born in 1822 in Craftsbury, Vermont and died in 1902. I moved to Oconomowoc with my wife Julia in the 

1840s. We had seven children.  I was Oconomowoc’s first mayor in 1875-1876 and again in 1878-1879. I 

was also the first postmaster.  I worked as an agent for railroad companies during the westward expansion 

from Milwaukee to La Crosse and served as local railroad agent for over 50 years. 

4. I was born in 1810 in Butternuts, New York and died in 1863. I was married twice.  My first wife, Lavinia Hard, 

died in 1852. We had five children.  Anna Bradley was my second wife.  We had three children. I was 

considered to be the “Father of Oconomowoc” because of the significant role I played in government, politics, 

education, business, industry, and religion.  I donated property to local churches and organized and financed 

the major road constructions of the Milwaukee to Watertown Plank Road and the Mayville to Fond du Lac 

Plank Road.  I brought the railroad to Oconomowoc in1854.  I was the first president of the Oconomowoc 

Cemetery Association. 

5. I was born in 1820 in Boston, Massachusetts and died in 1897.  My wife, Eliza Ann Whittemore, and I had two 

children.  We purchased 125 acres on the north shore of Oconomowoc Lake and built “Villa Gifford”, which 

had 75 rooms.  In 1874 it became the Gifford Hotel.  I was an agent for the law firm of E. M. and A. W. 

Randall and was appointed aide-de-camp as a colonel under Governor Randall.  After I died, my son 

managed the Gifford Hotel.  He sold it in a sheriff’s sale in 1909, and it burned down in 1912. 

6. I was born in 1806 in Hanover, New Hampshire and died in 1891. My wife, Betsey Johnson, and I had nine 

children.  We moved to Kalamazoo, Michigan and then moved further west.  Our family was the second one to 

settle in the Town of Summit in 1837.  I farmed in the Town of Oconomowoc, starting in 1844, and I was both 

the Town Board Chairman and town's Assessor in 1848.  I am known for my unbounded hospitality and good 

works. 
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7. I was born in 1832 in Attica, New York and died in 1871. I was married to Benjamin HInkley. I was 

one of the first teachers in the Oconomowoc area in 1846.  My husband was a prominent resident of 

Summit.  My brother, Hosea B. Townsend, was Oconomowoc’s first doctor. 

8. I was born in 1812 in Gouverneur, New York and died in 1891.  I was married twice.  My first wife, Lucinda 

Cotton, and I had three children.  My second wife, Sarah (Rix) Brown, and I had two children.  I was the first 

settler in Oconomowoc in 1837.  I claimed 160 acres on Fowler Lake.  I was tricked into traveling to 

Washington, D.C. to obtain a permit for a dam, and, while I was gone, John Rockwell built a dam which 

flooded much of my land.  I farmed this land for 50 years. 

9. I was born in 1820 in Coventry, Connecticut and died in 1908. Sarah Ann Loomis and I had four children.  We 

moved west from New York in 1840.  I was Secretary to Wisconsin Governor Farwell.  I opened the Summit 

Bank and was the president of the Cemetery Association for 40 years.  I was mayor from 1881-1882.  I 

managed an award-winning farm. 

10.  I was born in 1812 in Amherst, Massachusetts and died in 1903.  I was married to Mary Sprague.  We had 

ten children.  I worked as a cabinetmaker and a shoemaker.  We moved to Wisconsin in 1840 and farmed in 

the Oconomowoc area.  My sons died in the battle at Shiloh during the Civil War. 

11.  I was born in 1815 in Washington County, New York and died in 1894.  I married Nancy Comstock, and we 

had four children.  We built a three-story mansion on Oconomowoc Lake.  I opened a private bank in1870 

and built a building in downtown Oconomowoc for stores, social gatherings, meetings, and plays.  I was a 

member of the Milwaukee Board of Trade from1858-1875.  I represented Waukesha County in the Wisconsin 

State Senate in 1868.  At one time I was one of the wealthiest residents in Waukesha County, but later I had 

to declare bankruptcy and was forced to sell my mansion. 

12.  I was born in 1826 in Frankfort, Pennsylvania and died in 1899.  I was married to Susannah Ely, and we had 

three children.  We moved to Oconomowoc in 1850, where I practiced law and was Waukesha County District 

Attorney from 1862-1869.  I served as Circuit Court Judge from 1869-1881.  I started the first newspaper, 

the Oconomowoc Free Press.  I was one of the first six stockholders of Oconomowoc’s first bank.  I expanded 

my home on Lac La Belle into a hotel, Woodlands, which accommodated 100 guests. 

Answers on Page 7 
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The committee, which used to be robust with five members, is now down to two members.  Currently we are keeping 
up as best we can, but this can change any day.  If you are interested or know of anyone who might care to join us 
every Tuesday or Thursday for any part of the day, please contact and/or suggest any other contacts to Nancy or 
a member of the board.  

 
We have received donations from: 
 

 Connie Howden, who has entrusted her scrapbooks and photos to our care. This collection is so complete and 

was so exciting that it sparked another possible exhibit on Oconomowoc's American Legion Band. 

 Dorothy St. Thomas gave the museum several items of interest.  The most significant was her collection of 
political pins from the campaigns of U.S. Presidents from Eisenhower to Bush.  Also in the mix were a number of 

pins from many high school sporting competitions Cooney was involved in through the years. 

 George Edwards brought in a box filled with newspaper clippings and folders such as the story of the Brown 

Street School, local high schools' histories, and “Living on the Lake” articles. 

 Shirley and Jim Ramseyer contributed some of Jim's WWII collection of detailed flights of B-17s and other 
activities based in England.  Most precious is the authentic strategy map of the WWII “European Theater” 

marked on a silk cloth.   

ARCHIVAL COMMITTEE 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

Greetings to all our Historical Society 
members! Please note that membership 
fees for the 2014 fiscal year were due on 
November 1, 2013. If you haven’t had the 
opportunity to send in your dues, we would 
appreciate it if you could take care of that and 
keep your membership active.  The form is on the 
back of this newsletter, so you can just mail it in 
with your check or drop  them both off at the 
museum when you are there for a visit.  Thanks! 
 
Since our last newsletter in April, the following 
members have joined us: 
 

Bob & Carol Vermillion 
Judy Schafer 

Brad Ducklow, (Oconomowoc Area  

School District Representative) 
 
Welcome to you all!  We look forward to 
working with you in our society’s activities.  
 
We are always in need of new people willing to 
invest time and energy in our organization, so 
don’t hesitate to talk up our organization to 
friends and family. Though we do not have new 
people joining us in great numbers, we do show 
some growth in new memberships each quarter, 
so that’s a definite positive for our organization! 
 
Our membership roll as of June10, 2014 shows a 
total of 220 members, with a breakdown of 83 
single memberships, and 68 (136) couples’ 
memberships, along with 1 student membership. 
There are also 11 organization/business/
municipality memberships and 34 free 
memberships. 
 

Birthdays and Special Days 
Have you thought of giving an Historical Society 
membership or purchasing one of our historic 
books for that special day of celebration? Either 
would be a great gift that will last the entire year 
and give hours of entertainment. 
 

Barb Elwood-Goetsch,  
Membership Chairperson 

 

O 

A letter from John Hargrove to the OAHSM. 
 
“My maternal grandmother, Marie Cornille Ames was born in 
Milwaukee in 1890. Her father Charles P. Cornille was also born in 
Milwaukee in 1848, one year after his family immigrated from 
Belgium. Her father was a carpenter, like his father, and he and his 
brother founded Cornille Brothers Company in downtown Milwaukee 
shortly after the Civil War. They manufactured staircases, saloon 
fixtures, and glass-lined ice boxes. 
 
They built this quaint cottage on Okauchee Lake using an old street 
car or trolley as part of the structure. This photo is not as clear as 
the original and does not show the sign on the cottage facing the 
lake with the name “Harmony” on it. 
 
I would be interested to know more about this cottage and any 
written or photographic record of it.” 
 
If any of our members recognize this cottage or have any 
information on it, please contact the historical society at  
569-0740. 

Answers: 
 

1.   Edwin Hurlbut 

2.   Conrad Van Curen 

3.   Washington Collins 

4.   John Rockwell 

5.   George Gifford, Sr. 

6.   Curtis Brown 

7.   Janette Townsend Hinkley 

8.   Charles Sheldon 

9.   Henry Edgerton 

10. David Hastings 

11. Curtis Mann 

12. David Small 



It is the mission of the Oconomowoc Area Historical Society and Museum to serve our many constituencies as a community resource and learning 

center, committed to historic preservation and research; and to inspire and encourage curiosity and passion for our historic treasures. 

2014 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS WERE DUE NOVEMBER 1, 2013. 
OCONOMOWOC AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM 

 
 REGULAR  SENIOR (65+)  ORGANIZATIONAL  STUDENT 
 __$15 Individual __$12 Individual __$50 Non-voting  __$2 each 
 __$30 Couple  __$24 Couple  __$150 Voting  
 
Name:________________________________________  Address:_________________________________________ 

City:_____________________________ State:______ Zip:______________ Phone:___________________________ 

Email Address:__________________________________________      ____ New Membership      ____Renewal 

I am interested in helping in the following areas:   Please contact me with more information _____ 

___Computer Entry ___Education Committee  ___Publicity   ___Construction/Remodeling 
___Museum Docent ___Building Operations  ___Newsletter Mailing  ___Long Range Planning 
___Museum Greeter ___Artifacts Committee  ___Refreshments Comm.  ___Genealogy Research 
___Local History Comm. ___Exhibit Committee  ___Fund Raising Comm.  ___Other 
 
Please make check payable to:  Oconomowoc Area Historical Society, Inc. 
    Attn: Barb Elwood-Goetsch, P. O. Box 969, Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

Nonprofit Org. 
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OCONOMOWOC HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P. O. BOX 969, OCONOMOWOC, WI 53066 
 

MUSEUM: 103 West Jefferson St. 
262-569-0740 / oahs-m@sbcglobal.net 
oconomowochistoricalsociety.com 
 
HOURS: Thursday, Friday & Sunday 1:00 to 4:00 pm 
The Museum is open May 1 to early December. 
Call for other hours and tours by appointment. 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


