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Curtis Badger 
Brown 

Section D, Lot 88 

Born: Mar 25, 1806 in Hanover, NH 
Died: Jan 24, 1891 
Married: Betsey Johnson (1808-1883) 
Children: Martha, Gustavus, Swain, 
Charles, Nelson, Lyman, Mary,  
Frank, Harry 

 Family was one of the first to settle in the Town 
of Summit (1837) 

 Farmed in Town of Oconomowoc (1844) 

 Town Board chairman (1848) and assessor 

 Known for unbounded hospitality & good works 

Washington 
Wallace Collins 
Section E, Lot 97 

Born: Aug 22, 1822 in Craftsbury, VT 
Died: Mar 8, 1902 
Married: Julia Ann Campbell (1824-1899) 
Children: Sumner, Wallace, William, Julia, 
Solomon, Nellie, Charles 

 Moved to Oconomowoc (1840s) 

 First mayor (1875-1876) and again (1878-1879) 

 First official postmaster 

 First agent for railroad companies during the 
westward expansion from Milw. to La Crosse 

 Served as local railroad agent for over 50 years 

Henry Kirk 
Edgerton 

Section C, Lot 57 

Born: Apr 3, 1820 in Coventry, CT 
Died: Sep 27, 1908 
Married: Sarah Ann Loomis (1827-1915) 
Children: Henry, Martha, Leslie, Benjamin 

 Moved west from New York (1840) 

 Secretary to WI governor, Governor Farwell 

 Opened Summit Bank 

 President of Cemetery Association for 40 years 

 Mayor (1881-1882) 

 Managed a award winning farm 

George Pardon 
Gifford, Sr. 

Section E, Lot 188 
(small marker,  
initials only) 

Born: Mar 4, 1820 in Boston, MA 
Died: Feb 9, 1897 
Married: Eliza Whittemore (1831-1897) 
Children: George, Jr., Ann 

 Purchased 125 acres on north shore of 
Oconomowoc Lake 

 Agent for the law firm of E. M. & A. W. Randall 

 Appointed aide-de-camp as a colonel under 
Governor Randall 

 His home, “Villa Gifford,” had 75 rooms (50 
bedrooms) and later became Gifford Hotel (1874) 

David Hastings 
Section D, Lot 86 

Born: Nov 4, 1812 in Amherst, MA 
Died: Jun 16, 1903 
Married: Mary Sprague (1808-1894) 
Children: Olive, Lucius, William, Martha, 
Harriman, Henry, Sarah, Weber, Ann 
Eliza, Horace 

 Moved to Wisconsin (1840) 

 Cabinet maker and shoemaker 

 Farmed in the Oconomowoc area 

 Sons, William and Henry, died in the battle at 
Shiloh in the Civil War 

Janette Hinkley 
nee Townsend 
Section E, Lot 8 

Born: Mar, 1832 in Attica, NY 
Died: Jan 22, 1871 
Married: Benjamin Hinkley (1809-1892) 

 One of first teachers in Oconomowoc area (1846) 

 Husband was a prominent resident of Summit 

 Brother, Hosea B. Townsend, was one of 
Oconomowoc’s first doctors 

Edwin D. Hurlbut 
Section E, Lot 1088 

Born: Oct 10, 1817 in Newtown, CT 
Died: Nov 28, 1905 
Married: Catherine Chandler (1818-1864), 
Mary Hills (1825-1917), Margaret Sperling 
(1858-1942) 
Children: Catherine (Julia, Patrick, 
Henrietta, Kate), Margaret 
(Edwina and Margie) 

 Moved to Wisconsin (1850) 

 Prominent attorney, politician, and journalist 

 Elected Waukesha Cty District Attorney (1856) 

 Commissioned a colonel to serve on Governor 
Randall’s staff during the Civil War 

 Owned & published the Oconomowoc 
newspaper – Free Press 

 Assisted in formation of the Republican Party 
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Curtis Mann 
Section A Lot 3 

Born: Jun 22, 1815 in Hartford, NY 
Died: Mar 8, 1894 
Married: Nancy Comstock (1825-1906) 
Children: Fanny, Frank, William, Orville 
 

 Built three story mansion on Oconomowoc Lake 

 Opened a private bank (1870) 

 Built a building in downtown Oconomowoc for 
stores, social gatherings, meetings, and plays 

 Member of the Milw. Board of Trade (1858-1875) 

 Elected Wisconsin State Senator (1868) 
representing Waukesha County 

 One of the wealthiest residents in Waukesha 
County, but later declared bankruptcy and 
forced to sell his mansion 

John Starr Rockwell 
Section 2 

Born: Mar 25, 1810 in Butternuts, NY 
Died: Feb 3, 1863 
Married: Lavinia Hard (1818-1852) and 
Anna Bradley (1827-1915) 
Children: Lavinia (Albert, Franklin, Eva, 
Ella, Hobart), Anna (Cora,  
Adelia, William) 

 Considered the “Father of Oconomowoc” 

 Played a significant role in government, politics, 
education, business, industry, and religion 

 Donated property to local churches 

 Organized and financed major road construction 
of Milwaukee to Watertown Plank Road and 
Mayville to Fond du Lac Plank Road 

 Brought the railroad to Oconomowoc (1854) 

 First president of the Oconomowoc  
Cemetery Association 

Charles Bowen 
Sheldon 

Section E, Lot 42 
 

Born: Feb 3, 1812 in Gouverneur, NY 
Died: Jun 3, 1891 
Married: Lucinda Cotton (1825-1857) and 
Sarah (Rix) Brown (1832-1908) 
Children: Lucinda (Nancy, Albert, Anna 
Marie), Sarah (Elizabeth, Charles) 
Charles is probably buried with Lucinda, 
but there is no headstone for him. Sarah is 
buried in Spokane, WA 

 First settler in Oconomowoc (1837) 

 Claimed 160 acres on Fowler Lake (includes 
current cemetery land) 

 Tricked into traveling to Washington, D.C. to 
obtain a permit for a dam – while gone, John 
Rockwell built a dam which flooded much of 
Sheldon’s land 

 Farmed his land for 50 years 

Judge David 
Wilson Small 

Section E, Lot 249 

Born: Dec 28, 1826 in Frankfort, PA 
Died: Oct 25, 1899 
Married: Susannah Ely (1828-1906) 
Children: George, Flora, Eva 

 Moved to Oconomowoc (1850), where he 
practiced law 

 Waukesha County District Attorney (1862-1869) 

 Elected Circuit Court Judge (1869-1881) 

 Started first newspaper, Oconomowoc Free Press 

 One of the first six stockholders of 
Oconomowoc’s first bank 

 Expanded his home on Lac La Belle into a hotel, 
Woodlands, which accommodated 100 guests 

Conrad Van Curen 
Section A, Lot 2 

Born: Sep 11, 1809 in Nassau, NY 
Died: Dec 28, 1888 
Married: Catherine Righter (1808-1898) 
Only hillside crypt in cemetery 

 Moved to Wisconsin (1845), returned to NY 
(1848), settled in Oconomowoc (1851) 

 Property acquired through marriage enabled 
him make investments and amass a fortune 

 Following Conrad’s death, Catherine lived with 
her niece & husband, Mr. and Mrs. D. G. Munger 
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